Beverley Beck Heritage Walk

Client - East Riding of Yorkshire Council

Design and production of 4 interpretation panels

Beverley Beck has a hidden history dating back to its use as a medieval river port
and centre for brick making, grain export and leather working. Nothing of this
industrial activity remains except a few clues in the stonework of the old quays
and surrounding buildings, which only the trained eye would notice. Working
with council staff and local historians we created 4 panels using reconstruction
illustrations, archive photographs and local resident's memories to bring these
stories to life for visitors. As a map base we used an old Ordnance Survey map to
highlight where former industries had once been located.
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"They used to say you weren't a Becksider if you didn't
fall in the beck!”

Many local people have fond memaories of Beckside a3 2 tightly knic commur ity with
everything you needed nght on the doorstep - shops for supplies.friends around
the corner and industry for jobs.

The main employers were Hodgson's Tannery and Barker and Lee Smith's
Mill By 1890, Hodgson's had a workiorce of 450 and were producing high
qualiy leathers, gelatine and glue products Wet and dry animal hides were.
carried by the company's leet of barges from Hull Dacks €0 3 huge
warchouse on the opposite side of th beck.

o your lek. boats carrying grain.insced and nuss arrived a¢ Barker's Mil
whare they were tumed ino oil and animal feed.In 1975, the mill becama |
Paul's (British Ol and Cake Mills). finall closing in 1991 The Gnnery
warehouse was demolished around 1999 and the tannery.slong
Flomingate, was pulled down in 2010
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n— vt History Detective
Imagine stepping back in time, 800 years, into the =
bustle of Beverley's medieval port

Boats laden with stone for the new Beverley Minscer arrive at the wharf. Others are loaded
with wool destined for Holand and Belgium, Creelers, or carricrs. unload heavy baskets
of firewaod. or barrels of salt,while cartars and porters wat with barrows and sieds to
carry the goods ints town The ai is ringig with the sound of deals being struck in

the market and thick with smoka from the brick and tile yards that lina the beck.

In the carly |100s.the Archbishop of York. who was lord of Baverley, recognised 18
the importance of the beck as a trade link via the Rivers Hull and Humber to
the North Sea and beyond. The waterway was despened and straightened
and Beckside became 2 major inland port

By the Iste 1300s, Beverley was one of England's largest towns, its growth
fargoly dus to the export of wool, Backside was thriving with millers,
leather workers, shipwrights. potters and tile-makers all plying their
trade. The water provided a raw material for the cloth and leather

\ industries, power for corn mills and wransport for haavy. bulky goods.
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